. F 


k OF THE 
ELDERS and MESSENGERS 
Of the ſeveral | 


BAPTIST CHURCHES © 


MEETING 


At Watſham, Claxton,  Wookverſtone, Morſtead. 
Shalfanger, and Great Yarmouth, in the Coun- 
ties of Suffolk and Norfolk ; 


Met in Aſſociation at auger on Tueſday and x" 
Wedneſday, the 4** and 5*> Days of June, 1771; 

Maintaining the important Doctrines of three coeſſential, 
coequal, and coeternal Perſons in one eternal and un- 
divided GODHEAD ; the free, ſovereign, and ever- 
laſting Love of the eternal JeEHovan, manifeſted in 
perſonal Election, particular Redemption; free, 
full, and everlaſting Salvation in, by, and through the 
Lord IEsVs CHRIS; Original Sin, in its Guilt, De- 
pravity, and Vicioſity; free Jultification by the Impu- 
tation of the immaculate Purity, perfect Obedience, 
vicarious Sufferings and Death of the Lord jzsus | 
CHR1sT, as our covenant Head, Surety, and Subſtitute ; 
efficacious Grace in Regeneration, Converſion, and in- 
herent Sanctification, by the almighty SPIRIT; the final 
Perſeverance of the Saints by the Power of Gon, 
through Faith unto Salvation; the Reſurrection of the 
Body, eternal Judgment, and eyerlaſting Life, through 
Jzsvs CHRIST our Lord, 
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| THE 
CIRCULAR LETTER 


To the ſeveral Churches, by us re- 
_ preſented, earneſtly praying grace, 
\ mercy, and peace, from Gop our 
Father and the Lord Jzsus CHRIS 

may be multiplied upon you, and 
divinely ence to every 


good word and work. 


Dear BRETHREN in CHRIST, 


OUR reſpective letters came ſafe to 
| hand, and the important contents of 
them have been conſidered by us, 
and the ſeveral caſes ( whether of 


prayer or praiſe) have been laid before the 
Lord, who is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we can aſk or think. By mutual 
adviſe and conſent, we recommend the con- 
tents of the following epiſtle to your ſerious, 
2 and practical regard, viz. It gives us 
A 2 a po- 


e 


| T4) 
z peculiar pleaſure, - that by your ſeveral letters 
we hear of Zion's proſperity ; that the facred 


doctrines of the everlaſting goſpel in their evan- 


gelical purity are maintained by you, and the 


divine efficacy of the grace of thoſe doctrines 


influentially experienced among you ; that the 
preaching thereof 1s the power of God unto 
the ſalvation of ſome, and for the edification, 
confolation, and confirmation of others; that 
there is peace and unanimity among you, and 
an mcreaſing addition unto moſt of you, four- 
teen having been added ſince the laſt aſſocia- 
tion. Invaluable bleſſings theſe! May the God 
of all grace, peace, and truth continue them 
among you, and all the churches of the living, 
God. 
Dear brethren, we judge it meet to addreſs 
you ſuitable to your reſpective circumſtances; not 
that we claim the leaſt ſuperiority over you, or 
juriſdiction among you, to impoſe our determi- 
nations: upon you in any thing you may judge 
neceſſary to lay before us; but, on the con- 
trary, deſire ever ſtrictly to adhere unto that 
form of church-government, which, by way 
of diſtinction, is called 1NDEPENDENCY, which 
will more plainly appear in the contents of the 
articles of agreement, upon which the aſſocia- 


tion is _—_—_ inſerted at the end of this 
epiſtle. 


d 
18 

epiſtle. As it is both the mercy and the feli-⸗ 
city of the ſeveral churches to be in peaceable 
and proſperous circumſtances,” in ſome good 
meaſure, it may not be unneceflary to ſtir up 
your pure minds by way of exhortation, as 
follows : To walk humbly and thankfully be- 
fore the God of your mercies, with all lowlinefs 
and meekneſs, endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, exerciſing a 
godly jealouſy over your own ſelves, leſt by 
any means, as the ſerpent beguiled Eve through 
his; ſubtility, ſo your minds be cor- 
Tupted from the fimplicity that is in Chriſt, 
i. e. from the pure, unmixed, unadulterated 
truths of the glorious goſpel, of which Chriſt is 
the facred ſum and ſubſtance, We ſo much the 
more earneſtly exhort to this, as a very awful 
complication of the groſſeſt and moſt perni- 
cious errors are: making their advances in the 
profeſſing world; may God in his infinite mer- 
cy grant, they may never be permitted to in- 
fect the churches of Chriſt! Arminianiſm, 
Socinianiſm, and Arianiſm, have been ranging 
it for a long ſpace of time; but the dreggy 
errors we principally have a reference to, are 
ſuch as theſe, viz. that a bare belief of, or 
aſſent unto, the report of the goſpel, is that 
faith which accompanieth ſalvation ; that re- 
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morſe for, and compunction under, a ſenſe of 


the evil of fin, is but low enthuſiaſm; a de- 
nying of, and crying down, all inherent holi- 
neſs; aſſerting, the divine law to be no rule 


for the life and conduct of the believer. Theſe, 
and even many more extravagant, wild, and 
ridiculous notions, are mixing themſelves with 
the errors of the preſent day. Dear brethren, 
we cannot but exhort you, to avoid, as much 
as may be, the company of all ſuch erroneous 
perſons, and all places where ſuch errors are 


propagated, and on all proper occaſions to bear 


teſtimony againſt them, contending earneſtly for 
the faith once delivered to the ſaints. Jude i. 3. 


It is evident, theſe evils ſtrike at and under- 


mine all fundamental, vital, and practical re- 


gion. Let the above ſpecified errors but ſub- 


frat their oppoſite truths from ( blefled be 
God) the everlaſting goſpel, and there will 
remain nothing more than the mere name, 
the lifeleſs form, and vain pretence to Chriſtia- 
nity. Therefore, if you have any ſpiritual 
light into, and have experienced the ſaving effi- 
cacy of the grace of the doctrines of the glo- 
rious goſpel upon your hearts; if any regard 
to the ſacred will and glory of the God of 
truth; if any love to, and zeal for, the honour 
and intereſt of the Divine Redeemer; if any 

juſt 


4 

m7 1 ME - 
juſt and ** value for the eternal, adorable 
Spitit, in his quickening, ſanctifying, com- 
forting, and eſtabliſhing operations; if you 
have any feeling concern for the ſacred goſpel 
in its purity and dignity, for Zion in its peace 
and proſperity, and for poor periſhing ſinners 
ſaving recovery; Watch ye, land faſt in the 
faith, quit you like men: flanding faſt in one 
Spirit, with one mind, ſtriving together for the 
NEE 2 goſpel. 1 Corinth. xvi. 13. Phil. i. 


27. 
* As we would exhort you to a e re- 
gard for the important doctrines of the goſpel, 
ſo give us leave, dear brethren, to urge upon 
you a ſerious, conſcientious attention unto the 
ſacred order and ordinances of the houſe of 
God, ever remembering, that your dear Lord 
and Head is not only King of ſaints, reigning 
and ruling in the hearts of his people, under 
the ſacred influences of the Spirit, and grace 
of the everlaſting covenant, Heb. viii. 10, 12. 
Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 27. but alſo, that he is 
King in his holy hill of Zion, and as Man and 
Mediator divinely appointed thereunto, and in- 
veſted - therewith by Jenovan the Father; 
Pſ. ii. alſo Pf, cx. And accordingly he hath a 
regal power and governing authority over his 
churches ; and for Zion's inhabitants to light, 
neglect, 
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neglect, act counter unto, or intrench upon the 
ſacred order and ordinances of the goſpel, is 
nothing leſs than to ſlight, neglect, counteract, 
and intrench upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the 
alone Lord, Lawgiver, and King of his church, 
whom we profeſs ſuperlatively to love, and ſo- 
lemnly to adore as our great Prophet, High- 


_ prieſt, and King, humbly fitting at his feet, 


confiding in his atonement, and bowing to his 
gracious ſcepter and government. O then let 
us evidence our unreſerved ſubjection unto him, 
by a ready, cordial, and affectionate ſubmiſſion 
unto, and practical compliance with his holy 
mind, his gracious will herein ; particularly 
conſcientiouſly give attendance unto all church- 
meetings and apppinted times of prayer, at leaſt 
as much as may, fill up the place your Lord 
has appointed you unto in his houſe. Remem- 
ber, it is both your priviledge and duty; our 
Lord hath told us, He tbat is faithful in that 
which is leaſt, is faithful alſo in much; and be 
that is unjuſt in the leaſt, is unjuſt alſo in much, 
Luke xvi. 10. ; 

Be ſtudious to know and willing to practiſe 
the relative duties pertaining to your ſpiritual 


connection in the church of Chriſt ; pay that 
reſpe& to, and regard for your paſtors, that 
your Lord hath enjoined upon you; we .aſk, 

we 


. 232 
E 
we deſire no more. Let your temper and con- 
duct towards them be formed and regulated 
by his word, and fear not doing chem am in- 
jury by your kind and honourable e 
towards them. = en 
Permit us, dear brethren, to point out ſome 
of thoſe relative duties, due from you to them, 
and towards one another. As firſt, A due and 
becoming reſpect unto them is enjoined upon 
you; We beſeech you, brethren, to know them 
which labour among you in the Lord, and ad- 
moniſh you; efteem them <try highly in love fer 
their work's ſake, and be at peace among your- 
ſelves, 1 Theſf.v.12,13. 1Tim. v.17. Secondly, 
A ready cordial ſubmiſſion unto and compliance 
with what they lay before you, or enjoin upon 
you, from or according unto the word of 
God; Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
ſubmit yourſelves, for they watch for your ſouls, 
as they that muſt give an account, that they may 
do it with joy and not with grief, for that is un- 
profitable for you, Heb. xiii. 17. 1 Cor, xvi. 15, 
16. Thirdly, Earneſt prayer, that they may 
be divinely fitted for, graciouſly aſſiſted and 
abundantly bleſſed in the diſcharge of the ſe- 
veral parts of theif miniſtry ; Continue in prayer, 
and watch in the ſame with thankſgiving, with. 
all praying for us, that God would open unto us a 
| B 
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door of utterance to ſpeak the myſtery of Chriſt, 


Col. i . Ephel. vi. 18, 19. 1 Theſſ. v. 25. 
F ourthly, A ready and chearful communica- 
tion of your temporal good things for their 
comfortable ſubſiſtance; Let him that is taught 
in the word, communicate, unto him that teacheth 
in all good things; even fo hath the Lord or- 
dained, that they which preach the goſpel, ſpould 
live of the goſpel, Gal. vi, 6. 1 Cor. ix. 9, 14. 
Fifthly, To ſympathize with and ſtand by them 


in all the reproaches, afflictions, temptations, 


and tribulations, they, may meet with for the 


goſpel's fake ; Greet Priſcilla and Aquila in 
Chrift Jeſus, who have for my hfe laid down 
their own necks, Rom. xvi. 3, 4+ Phil. ii. 25, 
30. 2 Tim. i. 15, 18. Sixthly, Apply to them 
and make uſe of them in the ſpiritual con- 
cerns of your ſouls; for, The prieſts lips ſhould 
keep knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek the law at 
his mouth, for he 1s the meſſenger of the Lord of 
hoſts, Mal. ii. 7. Song Sol. ut, I—3. 

We would alſo remind you of the mutual 
duties that ſubſiſts among you as fellow-mem- 
bers of the myſtical body of Chriſt, the church, 
viz. Firſt, Walking together in love; Be fol- 


lowers of God as dear children, and walk in 
love as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and given bim- 


felf for us an offering and @ ſacrifice to God for 
4 
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@ fiveet ſmelling favour, Epheſ. v. 1, 2. Se- 
_—_ Sympathize with and manifeſt a ten- 

der regard for one another; Brethren, if 4 
man be overtaken in a fault, ye that are ſpirituui, 
reflore fuch a one in the ſpirit of meekneſs, con- 
federing thyſelf left thou alſo be tempted; beat 
one another's burdens, and fo fulfill the -law law of 
Chriſt, Gal. vi. 1, 2. Heb. xiii. 1, 3. Thirdly, 
Humbly, tenderly, and affectionately watch 
over each others walk and converfation for 
your mutual advantage, the glory of God, and 
the honour of the goſpel; Now: woe exhort you, 
brethren, warn them that are unridy, comfort 
the feeble-minded, ſapport the weak, be patient 
toward all men; fee that none render evil for evil 
unto any man, but ever follow that which is good, 
both among your ſelves, and to all men, 1 Theſſ. 
v. 14, 15. Heb. ii. 12. xii. 12—1 5. Rom. xv. 
14. Fourthly, Manifeſt a Chriſtian readineſs 
and chearfulneſs*to Yelp and aſſiſt each other 
in times of trouble and affliction; I have 
Jhewed you all things, bio that fo labouring Je 
ought to ſupport the weak, and to remember the 
" words f the Lord Feſtus, how be ſaid, it is more 
bleſſed to give than to receive, Acts xx. 35. 
Matth. xxv. 34, 40. Fifthly, As opportunity 
will permit to viſit one another, and enquire 


into each other's ſtate ; Wherefore comfort your- 
B 2 ſees 
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Selves together, and ediſy ane another, even ar 


4% ye db, I. Theſf. v. 11. Mal. ii. 16—18, 

Sixthly, Stir up each other to eyery good word 
and work; Let us cunſider one another lo pro- 
woke unto, love and good works ; not forſaking the 
aſſembling of. ourſelves together, as ibe manner of 


Jame. is, but exhorting one another, and ſo much 


the more as you ſee_the day approaching; Heb. x. 
24,25. chap. iii. 13. Seventhly, Pay a practical 
regard unto a peaceable temper and behaviour 
in your civil deportment in life; Recompenſe 
10 no man evil for evil; if it is poſſible, as much 
as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men; fol- 
lowing peace with all men, and holineſs, without 
which no man Shall fee the Lord, Rom. xii. 17 
21. Heb. xii. 14. Theſe are ſome of the 
ſacred precepts of the holy religion of che 
adorable Jeſus, that reflect a diſtinguiſhing glo- 
ry upon it, but never more fo than when they 
appear and ſhine in che fe and temper of the 


humble followers of the | bleſſed Redeemer ; 
therefore we have been the more particular in 
ſapporting of them by and enforcing of them 
from the divine oracles, May divine love.con- 
ſtrain you, and almighty grace enable you to 
adorn the doctrine of God Fan: Saviour in al 
thin 10 


Ie 


1 23 1 
If any ſhould ſeriouſly,” captiouſly, or ludi- 
crouſly ſay; Ve have pointed out the duties of 
others, but have not mentioned your own ; we 
would candidly reply, : Miniſters, conſidered as 
believers in Chriſt, and fellow-members in the 
church of Chriſt, the ſame duties they recom- 
mend to others are alſo incumhent upon them- 
ſelves, and the more. ſo as they are commanded 
to be examples to the flock over which the 
Holy Ghoſt; has made them overſeers. Or, if 
they are conſidered miniſterially, then their 
duty as ſuch, is ſo evidently implied, and ſo 
ſtrongly enforced by the various characters they 
ſuſtain in the facred word, as well as expreſs 
injunctions, that it is morally impoſſible a truly 
ſerious, conſcientious perſon ſhould over-look 
them, or be inſenſible of them: are they cha- 
racterized ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 2 Cor. v. 20. 
the importance of the truſt committed unto 
them, and the ſtrictneſs of the account to be 
given by them, is moſt evidently implied and 
ſenſibly impreſſed from hence: are they ſtewards 
of the myſteries of God, 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. this 
dictates aſſiduity and fidelity to them, both to- 
wards God and men; are they ſpiritual fathers 
in Chriſt, 1 Cor. iv, 15. this enjoins them to 
X be provident, affectionate, and compaſſionate: 
arg 2 labourers together. with God, 1 Cor, 
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1 9. this implies-induftry;/coriſtaticy; and di- 
lipence ate [1thdy-!ſhepherds,” Acts xx. 28. 
this ſuppoſerh'care;-arduouſneſs, and vigilance. 
And indeed, as there is hot one” figure made 
uſe of by che Tloly Ghoſt in the eord of God 
{reſpeRting the preſent! ſutgect) but reflects a 
fcred honour upbt the miniſtry; fo do they 
with equal energy charge tlie duties thereof 
upon the miniſter.” Indeed, brethren, the work 
appears ſo great and important, and the account 
ſo affeQingly awful, that it many times cauſeth 
us to cry out, Who ir faſficient for theſe things ! 
Brethren, pray for us, that by the ſupplies of 
divine grace, and the aids of the almighty Spi- 
rt, we may be able, faithful, and fucceſßful 
miniſters'of the New Teſtamerit, not of the let- 
ter only, but of the ſpirit; for we truſt we 
have a good conſcience, in all things . 
to tve honeſtly, 2 Cor. ii. 6. "Heb: xii. 18. 


We likewiſe recommend a truly ſerious at. 
tention unto, and reflection upon the ſpiritual 
ſtate of your own ſouls: viz. whether your 
light and knowledge'be influential, your” faith 
lively and fruitful, your hope vigorous and 
aſpiring, your love ardent and flaming ; whether 
humility clothes you, a meek and quiet ſpitit 
adorns you; whether a ſenſe of ſovereign mer- 
Y 5 animates you, the love of Chriſt 
ſweetly 


{ 
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ſweetly conſtrains. you, and the almighty. Spi- 
rit of Chriſt gracioully enables. you to. walk 
as hecomes the goſpel. Or, whether, on the 
contrary, it s a day of ſmall things with you, 
and the things which remain ready to die, fpi- 
ritual darkneſs ſurrounding you, unbelief pre- 
vailing againſt you, an indifference unto, dead- 
neſs in, and unfruitfulneſs under divine appoint- 
ments clogging you; an unconcerned negligence 
as to the precious. fruits and effects of the exer- 
ciſe of the graces, the application of the pro- 
miſes, the diſcharge of the duties, and the en- 
joyment of the privileges, pertaining to the ſpi- 
ritual life of the Chriſtian. Are theſe or ſuch 
like evils your ſad experience? if fo, your caſe 
is truly affecting; you have great reaſon to be- 
wail it before your God, ſeriouſly inquire into, 
and humbly lay to heart the cauſes and occaſions 
thereof, eſpecially the more direct, immediate, 
and prevalent ones. Conſider the fad effects 
uced hereby, and the evil conſequences 
that may awfully follow thereupon, from which 
nothing elſe but recovering grace can be your 
ſecurity. But we ſhall earneſtly recommend 
and urge upon you, the attentive reading and 
_ conſidering thoſe divine Epiſtles ſent from 

| heaven, by the adorable Lord and Head of the 
church, to the ſeven Afatic churches, in the 
three 
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three firſt chapters of the book of che Revela- 


tions: remembering; whatſoever things were 


vrritten afore time, were written for our admo- 
nition, inſtruction, and direction, upon whom 
the ends of the world are come; be much in 
ſecret prayer, meditate upon the ſacred word; 
converſe with humble, lively, experimental. 
Chriſtians ; be not eaſy without nearneſs to, 
and ſenſible communion and converſe with the 
Father and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, under the gra- 
cious influences of the bleſſed Spirit, in the 
various duties enjoined upon you, and privileges 
granted to you. Let family religion be ſeriouſly 
and conſtantly attended unto by you ; let your 
dwellings be Bethels, God's houſes where he 
is owned and acknowledged, worſhipped and 
glorified ; let it be the humble reſolution of 
your ſouls, that whatever others may do, you 
and your houſes will ſerve the Lord. We can't 
but earneſtly preſs upon you a truly religious 
obſervance of the Lord's day, both in the private 
family, and in the public aſſembly. Manifeſt 
your love to the habitation of God's houſe, the 


place where his honour dwells, by the conſtant 


attendance of you and yours: it is a ſad and 
glaring evidence of the decay of vital religion, 
and the power of godlineſs, where this branch 
of the chriſtian life is neglected. Ol where 

| | | 18 
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is that holy OP to; that ſenſible commii- 
hion with, gracious communication from, and 
growing conformity to your dear Redeemer, to 
your heavenly Father, the precious fruits of the 
humble ſervices of his ſpiritual worflyppers ! 
Where ſuch neglects are, (we would further- 
more exhort you, to lament befote your co- 
venant God and Father the awful inundation 
of ſin and impiety, and overflow of error and 
hereſy, the affecting decay of perſonal and fa- 
mily religion, of profeſſors being one with and 
carried away by the vain and finful cuſtoms 
of the world; vital religion and the power of 
godlineſs being made the object of ſcorn, con- 
tempt, and the ſubject matter of ridicule and 
banter. How are the perſonal and mediatorial 
glories of the adorable Redeemer depreciated, 
his divine atonement rejected, the glory of his 
imputed righteouſneſs eclipſed, the divine ener- 
gy of the almighty Spirit in regeneration, con- 
verſion, and ſanctiſication derided ! in fine, how 
is the free, ſovereign; and efficacious grace of 
| God in Chriſt dethroned, and the guilty, de- 
praved, vile, and polluted ſinner, man, exalted 
and, as parallel herewith, we behold real piety 
drooping, and immorality more and more 
abounding ! Theſe are the lamentable evils 


of our -day, which ſurely call aloud for the 
| e S8 - | moſt 
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moſt ſerious conſideration; deep humiliation; 
ald earneſt ſupplication, among the chutches: 
and people of God, that there may be a gra- 
cious toſs theſe ſpreading, theſe prevailing 
evils. And do tiot theſe things point out to us 
the reaſonablerieſs and ſuitableneſs of recom- 
mending days of humiliation and: prayer to be 
obſerved by the churches? May the Father of 
metcies and God of all grace pour down a ſpi- 
rit of grace and ſupplication upon them, and 
divinely conſtrain them hereunto! | 
Once more, dear bretliren, let us intreat you 
in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, to be circumſpect 


in yout tempets, walk, and conduct; conſider 


tlie wicked errors in our day, and how ready 
ſome pretenders to religion are to caſt the odium 
of them upon the denomination you paſs under. 
O let your converſations be as becomes the 
goſpel of Chriſt in the world, in the family, and 

in the church; let tlie truth of grace, and the 
reality of, your profeſſion appear and ſhine in 
the civil,, moral, the ſocial; and religious life; 

let the ſphere you are, or may be called to act in, 
in life, whether as huſbands or wives, parents 
or children, maſters or ſervants, buyers or ſellers, 
ſubjects or rulers, teſtify for you, that though 
you are not ſeeking righteouſneſs, life, and ſal- 
vation by the works of the law, yet you are 
not 


—— 
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not without the law to God, but under the law 
to Chriſt ; that as ſuch you delight in the law 
of God in the inner man; that it is the ſagred, 
the divine rule by Which you deſſre and en- 
deavour the whole of your temper aug conduct 
may be graciouſly formed and truly regulated. 
And may God in his infinite merey, and by his 
almighty Spirit and grace grant, that each of 
theſe afſociating churches, together with all the 
churches of the living God, may, by an holy 
upright walk, correſpondent: to, their profeſſed 
principles, confront and, if poſſible, ſhame them 
who either without their knowledge, or contra- 
1 to their knowledge, baſely and inviduouſly 
aſperſe and calumniate us as enemies unto the 
holy law of God. No, bleſſed be God, we 
truſt we can ſay in ſimplicity and godly ſince- 
rity, not by fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace 
of God, we unfeignedly and cordially approve 
of and delight in the law of Gad, as that facred 
and divine rule in the hands of the bleſſed Me- 
diator, for the ordering and conducting both the 


inner and outward Pan. . Amen. 


Now. ** 8 we commend you to 
Him, obo is able, to keep you from falling, and 


preſent you Jaultl ef before the preſence of his glory 
with excerds ng Joy. To the only oi iſe Cod our 
O 2 Saviour 
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Saviour be FA meet, ne, r. ee 


ever, Amen ] 2 


We reſt your alfe ions Brethren ad Ser- | 
vants in the Bonds of the Goſpel, the Mi- 
niſters and Meſſengers of this Aſſociation. 


[For the Information and Satisfaction of the 


; ſeveral Churches belonging to the Ailociation, 
we ſhall further add the Manner of our rer 


15 ceedings herein.] dt: als 


On Tueſday afiernodii the Elders wh Mel. 
ſengers, with others of the Brethren, being 


met, ſome time was ſpent in prayer by one 


of the Meſſengers; after which the letters from 


the ſeveral churches were opened and read, 
the contents of them attended unto; brother 


Sowden was deſired to draw up the Circular 
Letter, and the opportunity concluded in finging 
and prayer. The public meeting 6n Wedneſ- 


day was opencd by finging, joined with prayer 


by brother Smith; after which brather Utten 
proceeded to preaching from the 1 Pet. i. 2. 
then an hymn was ſung; brother Hitchcock 
engaged in prayer, and brother Trivett preached 


from Acts xvi. 5. and the opportunity con- 


cluded with finging, joined with prayer by 
brother Brown. The interval of the day was 


taken up in conſulting and adviſing upon mat- 
3 3 ters 
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ters of difficulty'; alſd in giving our thoughts 
upon the following: paſſages of ſcriptures, Ifaiah | 
Kli. 3. Norm. vi. 12. John xvii. 19. The 
6 ic worſhip in in tlie evening was i 

upon by ſinging, Joihed with prayer by. brother 
Eſdall; after which brother March proceeded 
to preaching from John xvi. 13. and the Aﬀo- 
cCiation concluded in finging the tenth hynin 
of. the firſt book of Dr, Watts, joined _ 
prayer by brother Sowden. 

The next Affociation to be at Warſtead, on 
the firſt Tueſday and Wedneſday i in June, 1772. 
Meflrs, Hitchcock and Sowden to preach, in caſe 
of failure Mr. Jabez Brown; the Miniſters and 
Meſſengers to be at. ann W 1 two o'clock 
an 1 
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Th Anviccts: my Ronkprdber on wich tis 
 Aſeciation is founded. W 


IE following Articles are what the 1 
mentioned Churches do unanimouſly agree 
to be the ground and baſis: of their Aſſociation, 
with a view to the glory of God, the honour of 
Chriſt, and the welfare of the churches. Mode 
I. The general end deſigned herein, is the cul- 
tivating. and eſtabliſhing mutual acquaintance, with, 
aid and affiſtance, unto, love 50 ngen among 
the Baptiſt Faurenes: 4 1 
8. T har 


— 


——ä——ͤ—U—ͤd—— - 1 
— boy — — > S  __ yy rw 


r, I 122 1 


II. That when God in this providence ſhall ro- 
move any of the paſtors belonging to theſe aſſa- 


ciating churches, either by death, or otherwiſe laß 


them aſide, they do mutually agree, to ſupply that 
vacant. church until they have a ſupply. - 

III. That if it ſhould be the unhappineſs of any 
vr theſe aſſociating churches to have any difference, 
<ifeord, or diviſions: amoneft them, theſe - ſiſter- 


cchumhes ſhull joindly-endeavout 'x0-eſtabliſh peace 
and 1 Pr by priyer, counſel, 


and advice. 


IV. That theſe, n churches do nels 
diſclaim all manner of ſuperiority or ſuperinten- 
dency whatfoever over one another, and that we 


Have no authority or power to preſcribe or impoſe 


any thing upon the fach and practice of any of the 
<hurches of Chriſt in this #ffociation. 
V. That the aſſociating churches agree, that in 


thoſe things wherein one church may differ from 


another in what is not eſſential to ſalvation, or 


ſtrict communion, ſhall-not impoſe upon particular 
churches any ſentiments. peculiar to themſelves, but 


leave every church to their own liberty, to walk to- 


gether as they have received from the Lord. 
VI. That if any particular offence ſhould ariſe 


betwixt one church and another, or betwixt one 


brother and another, the offence, or offences, ſhall 


not be admitted to be debated among us, until 
the rules Chriſt hath given in that matter, be firſt 


anfwered, and the conſent af each party had, ar 
— eee for. vu. 
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VII. That whatever is detrmmed by us in any 
caſe, ſhall not be binding to any ane. church, until 
the conſent of that church be firſt had; and they 
conclude the fame among themſelves: // 

VIII. That all things we offer by way aß eounſel 
and advice, be ſupported by the word of God, and 
the Scriptures annexed thereto, _ 

IX. That when any of the aſſociating churches 
ſhall need a ſupply, according, to the above-ſpeci- 
fied articles, the ſaid vacant church ſhall firſt apply 
to that church which is neareſt to 1 and ſd pro- 
ceed through the whole. | 

X. That we will by all bevathiich means dif. 
countenance a litigious ſpirit as the-bane of that 
peace, concord, and amity, which is both. ttie ho- 

nour and felicity of all Chriſtian ſocieties: 
Xl. That theſe articles of this Aſſdeiation be 
tranſcribed into the church- book of each reſpective 
church, and be ſigned by their paſtors and deacons, 
and two or more of their members in the name of 
the whole church. 

XII. That the Meſſengers that! come to theſe 
meetings, be recommended by a letter from the 
church, and none be admitted to ſpeak in this aſ- 
ſembly, unleſs by general conſent; and every aſſo- 
ciation to be upon the firſt Tueſday, and Wedneſ- 
day in June annually, 

XIII. That there thall be annually choſen a Mo- 
derator to preſide-over, and regulate ſuch debates 
as may occaſionally occur. 
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Ad tuneful Notes employ; 1 
Jeruſalem breaks forth in Songs, 
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es all the Earth abroad; 3 
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